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Synopsis

In Activists beyond Borders, Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink examine a type of pressure
group that has been largely ignored by political analysts: networks of activists that coalesce and
operate across national frontiers. Their targets may be international organizations or the policies of
particular states. Historical examples of such transborder alliances include anti-slavery and woman
suffrage campaigns. In the past two decades, transnational activism has had a significant impact in
human rights, especially in Latin America, and advocacy networks have strongly influenced
environmental politics as well. The authors also examine the emergence of an international

campaign around violence against women.
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Customer Reviews

Who are the most relevant actors in international relations? The answer is states for both
neorealists and neoliberals though the latter also consider some non-governmental organizations
and multinational corporations (MNC) as remarkable units in international politics. Constructivists,
on the other hand, pay considerable attention to non-state actors while they also keep states as
central actors. Margaret E. Keck and, Kathryn Sikkink present us a well-designed discussion about
the significance of non-state actors of world politics in Activist Beyond Borders. First of all, they
classify transnational actors into three groups; MNC and international banks that have instrumental
goals, epistemic communities that insist on causal ideas and transnational advocacy networks

(TAN) that carry principal ideas.Then, they analyze the significance of TAN in international politics



by searching for how do TAN work and how do they change conceptions of national interest and
principles of policies organizations? Keck and Sikkink mention four fundamental strategies of TAN;
information politics, symbolic politics, leverage politics, and accountability politics. They generate
information, use symbolic elements, put pressure on states and international organizations, and
follow their accountability to international norms. Their effectiveness, however, depend on the issue
and actor characteristics that they are targeting. What they do? They cause to reformulation of
national interests and they eventually change behavior of states. The principled ideas are the key
for TAN and they also lead ideas to transformation of states interests and policies. Activist Beyond
Borders has three case studies in the area of TAN; human rights, environment, and violence against

women.
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